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Lutz Answers Legislator 
Harry Lutz, recently appointed member of the state 

Forestry, Fish and Game Commission, denied today a 
legislator's charge the agency is dominated by one 
man. 

Rep. Blake A. Williamson (R. Wyandotte) attacked 
the body as a "one-man commission which should be 
taken out of politics and given back to the sports
men," in house debate Monday on a fish and game 
measure. 

Replying to Williamson, Lutz said in a statement: 
"I happen to know that the commission gives careful 
thought and attention to all requests by the sportsmen 
of the state as we do want to give -them what they 
want. After all they pay the 'freight.' " 

"I can state frankly, without fear of contradiction, 
that the present body is not a 'one-man' set-up." 

William on had charged that the effect of the pro
posed law to give the commission power to fix fish ing 
and hunting seasons and regulations would be " im
paired" because of "personnel of the present commis
sion. " 

"While I have been on the commission but a short 
time," Lutz continued, " I have given careful considera
tion to all laws and have made a careful study of what 
had taken place at commission meetings. 

"I find that the commission is made up of six broad
minded gentlemen, each with a mind of t heir own, and 
well able to stand on their own two feet and make their 
own deci ions. 

"All the changes in the laws introduced in the pre
sent session are th ings the sportsmen want. 

"I feel, and I am sure that the other members of the 
commission do likewise, that the fish and game depart
ment should be administered for the good of all and 
not for any particular individual. " 

Lutz, mayor of Sharon Springs, was appointed to 
the commission by Gov. Payne Ratner to succeed Sen. 
Elmer E. Euwer (R. Goodland) who resigned to take 
his seat in the legislature.-Garden City Daily Tele 
gram, Feb. 26, 1941. 

Wildlife Servants 
Man has put many species of wildlife to work-the 

elephant and water buffalo of India, the llama of South 
America, the yak of Tibet, to mention but a few ... 

Squadrons Overhead 
If you see your next-door friend or neighbor gaz

ing skyward these days, think nothing of it. He is 
not only very sane, but enjoying one of nature's 
greatest sights-the swift orderly flight. of migrating 
birds. In Europe neighbors gaze aloft in fear and 
hope. In America in wonderment. Here it is not the 
question of whether the squadron overhead is friend 
or foe, but if they are pint ails or mallards. 

Millions of migrants are sw¥ping northward now 
to their spring nesting areas. bespite the fact that 
most of them seek the cover of darkness and altitude 
to cloak their movements, the observation of this semi
annual phenomena need not be denied you. The use 
of a pair of binoculars on a moonlit night will reveal 
many interesting sights to you. A study of this sub
ject is indeed very fascinating, but since most of us 
have little time to be devoted to such a study, we are 
publishing in this month's KANSAS FISH A D GAME 
t hree pertinent articles-"Why Do Birds Migrate," 
"HOlning," and "Dangers and Adventures of Migra
tion"-written by Roger T. Peterson, and appearing 
in the January-February issue of the Audubon Society 
magazme. 

Hungarian Partridge 
ThSrCommission recently accepted and plantefi in 

,Finney', Wallace, ~trtb , ~ber and A~son 
counties its second shipment of Canadian trapped Hun
garian partridges. An earlier planting of birds, re
ceived from the same source, had been made in Leaven
worth, Franklin, B~on and Reno counties with 
gratifying results. Since the Hun is not a native to 
this continent its introduction to a new field such as 
Kansas is truly an experiment. Because of that fact 
we cannot with any degree of certainty predict its 
future as an addition to Kansas game fields. 

The bird, however, does not differ greatly from the 
bobwhite quail in size or field requirements. The 
average Hun is from twelve to fourteen inches in 
length. In coloration its face, chin and throat are of 
a buff color. The upper parts, wings and sides are 
grayish brown, barred with black, ochre and white. 
The under parts are gray, fading to a dirty white. In 
Canada and other places where their introduction has 
proven to be successful they are the favorite game 
birds with most hunters. 



Page Two KANSAS FISH AND GAME 

Beaver (hun in Cheyenne County 

We Disagree 
"I am planning on introducing in a few days a bill 

which will give the sportsmen a chance to have a voice 
in naming the Forestry, Fish and Game Commission, 
and get rid of the present setup," so spoke a member of 
the Kansas House of Representatives. 

"At one t ime I was tempted to criticize the fact that 
the state had taken motion pictures of the wildlife in 
Kansas and is spending considerable money to show 
the pictures to Kansas school children. But now I 
realize that if matters continue under the present com
mission it will be only through those pictures that my 
children will ever have the opportunity to find out that 
Kansas has-or had , rather-wildlife," so spoke the 
same member of the House of Representatives. 

We leave the questioning of intentions to higher and 
wiser Beings. We simply question . To our query, 
What is wrong with the present setup? we hear the 
charge that "it is a one-man commission." The six 
members of the commission emphatically deny that 
charge. The director, particularly after a meeting of 
the commission, would not express himself as being in 
accord with the statement that the present setup is a 
one-man affair. The departmental employees do not 
presume that they are to listen to one voice only in the 
conducting of their departments. They, on the con
trary, have had the opportunity of seeing at first hand 
the present law in operation , and are convinced that 
it could be improved upon but little. 

No, a new law would not give the sportsmen a 
stronger voice than they now have in the management 
of the fish and game department. As a matter of fact, 
the present setup is just what the sportsmen need and 
wanted. The healthy condition of our streams and 
game fields, and the wholesome respect of the fish and 
game laws by the citizens generally is evidence that 
the commission has the confidence of the sportsmen 
and general public. 

A new law might be written whereby a politically 
minded minority could maneuver itself into a position 
whereby it could dictate the policies of the commission 

and the appointment of those commissioners, but this 
would be done at the expense of the majority who 
should not be denied their legal interest in our wild
life resources. 

In Europe, the game fields, salmon and trout streams 
are the exclusive right of the privileged few. We here 
in the United States, and Kansans particularly , have 
an inborn aversion to privileged classes and minority 
rule. V\'e're "agin" it. It won't work. 

Why Not Here? 
From the Pennsylvania Angler we clip two resolu

tions passed by the Pennsylvania Federation of Sports
men at their annual meeting in H arrisburg, February 
11 and 12: 

Resolved: "That the secretary of the Pennsylvania 
Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs address a letter to 
each senator of the senate of the commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania expressing the confidence of the federa
tion and soliciting the confirmation of the governor's 
appointments to the fish commission and game com
mission." 

R es-o lved: "That the Pennsylvania Federation of 
Sportsmen's Clubs emphatically express to the gover
nor of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania its sincere 
salutation and ·confidence in his appointments to the 
fish commission and game commission." 

Beavers 
If we were asked to present proof regarding the need 

or the efficacy of game protective laws and regul ations, 
we would unhesitatingly submit the case of the beaver 
as our evidence. 

Twenty years ago there were fewer beaver in Kan
sas than would be required to manufacture a fur coat. 
Today, after twenty years of protection and control , 
t hey have become so numerous that nearly every sec
tion of the state boasts of one or more colonies. 

If the animals are killed or drowned in our at
tempts to take them alive they are pelted and their 
pelts sold at public auction. The accompanying pic
tures reveal interesting facts regarding the beaver and 
its work. 

Beaver datu ill Cheyenne County 
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Beaver da mage ill Cheyenn e Co unt y 

Chumps 
Despite all of our preachments against the evils of 

spring shooting, a few Kansans persist in following 
their evil ways. Five ,,,ere apprehended recently by 
district game protectors Suenram and Shay during their 
hour of watching at t he Little Salt M arshes. The 
subsequent trip made by these five defendants to the 
judicial woodshed is expected to renew their faith in 
game laws, and to strengthen them against any further 
temptations. As a matter of fad , one was so im
pressed by the wages of his sin that he was prompted 
to indite himself as being a thirty-th ird degree, four
teen carat, unadulterated chump. And t hat in our 
opinion is a true inditement. 

A spring shooter is a chump. In the first pl ace, he 
has two strikes called on him before he leaves home. 
The game protector usually knows under what condi
tions the bad sports of his district will violate the laws, 
and has an uncanny faculty for anticipating their in
tentions. That is the first call ed strike. A heavy con
centration of birds at any given point attracts the 
game protector as well as the shooter. H e knows full 
well that sooner or later the cheater will take the 
chance. With th is in mind, and determined to earn 
his salary, he patiently takes up t he watch. That is 
the second called strike. 

In the second place, the man who shoots ducks at 
this time of the year is ten t imes a chump. The birds 
for the most part have already mated and a dead hen 
now deprives thc shooter of ten potentia l birds next 
fall. 

Arrests for February 

Fur violations ... . ...... . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Trapping without a license. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Hunting ducks out of season and without a license. . 3 
Possession of illegal fishing equipment... ... . .. . . . . . 3 
Hunting game birds illegally. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Shooting pheasant out of season. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Hunting without a li cense .... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Total. . .. . . . ...... .... .... . .. . ... ....... . ... . .. 47 

Fishing Fever 
By the time this issue of the BUJJLETIN is in the 

hands of its readers many of them will have had their 
first attack of spring fever. There is only one cure for 
th is form of infection, and that is fishing. We not only 
prescribe liberal doses of this cure-all, but will rec
ommend the streams of Kansas and the state lakes as 
places where the sufferer may find relief. 

The streams of K ansas were never in better shape 
t han they are today. Many of them are flowing 
freely for the first time in many years . Most of them 
are now sustaining an adequate supply of fish life. 
The reports of the department's twenty game pro
tectors state t hat this year's loss of fish by winter kill 
was far below normal. 

If you prefer lake to stream fi shing we have no 
hesitancy in recommending any of t he state lakes and 
many county lakes to you. Our fish distribution rec
ords here at the hatchery reveal that many fish have 
been placed in the state lakes at regular intervals. 

Hunting Big Business 
Sportiimen paid almost $13,000,000 for more than 

7,600 ,000 hunting licenses or combination hunting
fishing or hunting-trapping licenses in 1939, the latest 
year for which figures are available, according to a 
compilation by the Fish and Wildlife Service, United 
States D epartment of the Interior. The compilation 
included hunting licel1Ees alone in twenty-one states 
and, in the others, the fishing and trapping licenses 
that were combined with those for hunting. 

As was true in 1938, the Big Five fo r 1939 was 
headed by Michigan, with 711 ,733 licenses issued . 
Pennsylvania was second with 661,300; New York, 
third with 591,946; Ohio , fourth with 521,963; and 
Indiana, fifth with 358,386. 

Federal migratory bird stamps, commonly known 
as duck stamps, also were issued to 100,000 more 
sportsmen in the 1939 season, a total of 1,111,561 
stamps being sold to hunters of migratory waterfowl. 

The total paid fo r state licenses and federal duck 
stamps was more t han $14,100,000. 

On the basis of license returns, officials of the Fish 
and Wildlife Service believe that the number of hunt 
ers has cont inued to increase. From 1935 to 1938 the 
increase was at the rate of half a million a year. The 
1937 tabulation showed 6,860,000 licenses and the 1938 
tabulation 7,524,000. In 1939, the total increased by 
122,000. 

Some Egg 

One ostri ch egg will make as large an omelet as three 
dozen hens' eggs . "Ostrich fruit" average eight 
inches long, six inches in diameter and weigh about 
three pounds. 
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Why Do Birds Migrate? 
It is very easy to sta te the benefits of going south 

when the climate change1' . Cold weather , 1'now and 
ice mean lcss food for birds to eat , so it is obviously 
to their advantage to move out . to go into 
some region where living is easier. These travels make 
it possible to utilize two different areas, each at a 
time when food is abundant ; it ena bles birds to oc
cupy the breeding area at a time when t here is an 
unfailing food supply for their young, and avoids t he 
risk of their starving by staying there t hroughout the 
year. Of course, there are certain birds that have 
learned to find t heir living throughout the year, even 
in the coldest regions, but most birds are not so 
adaptable. The advantages, then, of traveling arc 
obvious, but the advantages and th e causes are not 
the same thing. Birds do not think why they migrate ; 
they do not consciously anticipate t he rigors of winter, 
for many of them, like most of t he W arblers and t he 
Orioles, have never seen a snowfl ake nor an icicle. 
.r or do most species wait un til t here i ~ a t:hill in the 
air , and the food begins to fail. From wha t little \\"e 
know a bout birds' minds, we believe t hey do not rea
son t hese things out; t hey do not rationalize th at it 
would be a good idea to go south while flying condi
tions are still good and food still plentiful along the 
way. That is the ,\'ay we would think things out, but 
we are not birds. Some instinctive urge seems t o com
pel t hem to move. 

The mere use of the word "instinct" does not ex
plain everything, however. We would naturally like 
to know why the instinct? This might never be def
initely answered, as t he original causes are probably 
lost in the remote past . One ·of the most popular 
theories is that th e ehanges in climate during the 
glacial period were responsible for the origin of migra
tion. The extensive ice cap crowded many of the birds 
into the southern parts of the United St ates a nd into 

. the Tropi cs. When t he ice cap began t o melt, many 
birds fo llowed its retreating edge. Wit h each recur
rent ,yinter , they were forced back again by the snows. 
Each spring t he birds again followed the melting ice. 
In this way, conj ecture has it, the birds shuttled back 
and forth for count less years until they developed th e 
instinctive habit of migration . Of course th ere were 
no birdmen then to keep notes on this process, so it is 
merely a theory, but withal, a reasonable one. 

Another idea is more closely tied up with t he theory 
of evolution. In brief, it is contended t hat t he original 
area occupied by the species was small , and as its kind 
prospered and mult iplied, it became necessary to spread 
out . The limited area was not enough in which to 
find nesting pl aces for its increased numbers. They 
wandered out to the edges, and th en a fter the nesting 
was over, came back to their original range. This 

pushing out and ]'eturning eontinued until a lengthy 
migration route was est ablished. 

The remote causes might explain how migration de
veloped in the first place. But they are quite distinct 
from the immediate causes that prompt birds to mi
grate each successive year. What is it that starts 
them off at a certain time? Why do they stick to a 
fairly close schedule? They seem almost like boats or 
transport planes that start at a certain place, leave at 
a ce rtain time, and arrive according to schedule. A 
boat or a plane must have a pilot to set it in motioD. 
The pilot in a bird is its glands. The glands are the 
controls that make male birds sing in the spring and 
females lay eggs. We still do not know very much 
about how they work. There is a great change in these 
glands before the nesting season. There is another 
change in late summer and fall after the nesting is 
over. It is during these periods, when the glands are 
changing, that birds migrate. 

According to some ornithologists, the force t hat seems 
to start these gl andular changes is light- the increase 
of light in the spring and the decrease of ligh t in the 
fall. Light, then , is t he signal t hat tells the pilot whe11 
to take off. As t he spring days become longer, the 
sun climbs higher into the heavens and exerts its 
('h anging influence on the glands of the bird. When 
the right day comes, the bird , not thinking how or why, 
leave8 for its dist ant goal, to which it is guided as un
erringly as a modern pl ane, wit h its complicated con
t rol board. Like a plane or a boat, winds or weather 
might take it off its course . perh aps hold it 
up a li ttle, but ba rri ng mishaps, it reaches t he port for 
which it started. Once in a while, due t o some ab
normal circumstance, a bird will wander far from its 
norm al range, but this is accidental. Should a bird 
start for its breeding ground in Maine, it will not 
burn up in Salt Lake City inRtead, except by the purest 
kind of accident. 

It is a conf:tant Rource of \\'onder to us how birds 
find t heir way . We still do not know exactly what 
guides migration. It is not a matter of experIence, for 
most young birds do not follow their parents, but t race 
the ancestral pat h all by t hemselves. Birds might fol
low visual guides to a certain extent. They sometimes 
seem to follow coast lines, mountains, ridges and water 
areas , but at night they cannot always see th e contours 
of the land , and the air path is unknown to them. 
Much of the journey, a t leas t, is accomplished by 
" blind flying. " 

Dangers and Adventures of 
Migration 

Migration is th e greatest adventure in the life of a 
bird , and countless thousands never reach their des-. 
tination. They do not, as some people think, foresee 
weather conditions like a miniature weather bureau, 
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but are instead influenced by the weather at the point 
where they start. If it is favorable, off they go. They 
do not kno.", ahead of time, whether they are going to 
run into snowstorms, winds, or fogs. Sometimes t.here 
are fatal accidents when they meet such conditions. 
Winds carry them out to sea, sometimes so far that 
they are unable to regain the land. Fogs bewilder 
them, and not infrequently they crash into the blind
ing lights of lighthouses and high buildings. One ca
tastrophe was reported where an ice storm overtook a 
'tremendous migration of Longspurs in Minnesota. 
The next day 750,000 dead Longspurs were estimated 
on the ice of two small lakes. Longspurs in greater or 
lesser numbers were recorded dead over an area of 
1,500 square miles. It probably took years for the 
Longspur populations, in some localities, to build up 
and replace the millions of lives lost on that one night. 
Birds even perish at times when crossing such bodies 
of water as the Great Lakes. Five thousand dead birds 
were counted along one mile of shore on Lake Huron 
after a bad storm, so you can sec that the cost of mi
gration is very heavy in life. It is probably the great
est risk a grown bird must take. 

Homing 
The instinct called "homing" plays a large part in 

migration. One of the best definition s of bird homing 
is "the ability to return to a known goal, over at least 
a partially unknown flight road." Every bird has 
this instinct, but f'ome of the nonmigratory birds to a 
lesser extent. Homing is not necessarily the same 
thing as migration for, ac(;ording to the a bove defini
tion, it is a return to a known goal, whereas most of 
the migration of young birds is toward an unknown 
goal. Perhaps the best artic le ever written in English 
on the fascinating subject of homing appeared in the 
January-February, 1937 , issue of Bird-Lore-liThe 
Homing of Birds," by Ernst Mayr. It is well worth 
reading and can be used as a basis for classroom study. 
Doctor MayI', in describing the phenomenon , says "it 
seems as if the bird were tied to its home with an in
visible rubber band and that no matter what you do 
with it, it will be pulled back." 

No one seems to know just what it is in the bird 
that controls this ability. There have been many ex
planations, but no really satisfactory ones. Some 
writers have contended that birds remember land
marks, but this is only possible when they are very 
near home in familiar surroundings. If a bird i" taken 
from New Jersey to Ohio and released, the chances 
are it will return to New J ersey without much trouble 
even though it had never been to Ohio in its life before 
and could not possible know the path. The logical 
question that comes up at this point is, liIsn't it pos
sible that when the bird was being transported to Ohio 

it was able to record in its brain all the turns and 
twists that the train or automobile made? Then all 
it would have to do to return home is just retrace 
those turns and twists" Doctor MayI' describes a 
very novel experiment that was made in Germany to 
find out about this. Two darkened cages full of Star
lings were carried from a German village to Berlin, 
ninety-three mi les a,,,-ay. One of the t.wo cages was 
mounted on a phonograph disc, which slowly turned 
around and around during the entire railroad journey, 
making a total of about 5,000 rotations. The Starlings 
could not possibly remember all these turns in addition 
to the turns in the track. Still these birds returned 
nearly 100 percent, and, in fact, quicker than the birds 
in the other cage which were transported under normal 
conditions without being whirled around. Birds trans
ported under the influence of chloroform also returned 
home as successfully as others, another proof t.hat con
scious memory does not play a part. 

Another favorite idea about homing is that bird 
have some sort of undiscovered organ with a magnetic 
sense. Home marks zero , and no matter ,,-here tbe 
bird is, it tends to be irresistibly pulled toward zero 
as if by a magnet . If this ,,,ere true, the steel of cities, 
railroads and otber things would throw the birds off 
their course, but they do not. There are other similar 
ideas, such as the influence of radio waves, but none 
of these theories has yet been proven. To this day no 
"homing organ" has ever been found in tbe body of a 
bird, so the mystery is as cleep as ever. 

i\Ir.. A. !II. Silrigg with !l. 1.4 'h lb. channel C!l.t taken 
front the 'Voodsoll County State La,ke 
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Butler County Meet s 
Members of the Butler County Fish and Game De

velopment Association held their regular monthly 
meeting last night at the courthouse with representa
tives from several townships in attendance. 

Most of the business transacted consisted of reports 
and a discussion of proposed fish and game regulations 
recommended by the local organization. The majority 
of these recommendations have been approved and it 
was reported that one K ansas legislator has presented 
a bill proposing to increase the cost of fishing licenses 
to $l.50 in order to create a fund which would be used 
to remove turtles and rough fish from state lakes and 
streams. Although it has done much of that type of 
work, the local organization is opposed to such action. 

A vote of thanks was extended to the county commis
sioners last night for the cooperation in granting a 
bounty on coyotes and the local group pledged its full 
support . 

The organization also went on record last night as 
usging all sportsmen to join some national, sta te or 
local sportsmen's club in order to assist legislators to 
pass laws which ,,·ould be beneficial to wild life. 

Barber County Reorganizes 
The sportsmen of Barber county at a meeting in 

Medicine Lodge, February 10, reformed the Barber 
County Game D eveloj)inent Association, electing the 
following as officers for the ensuing year : Roy Osborn , 
Kiowa, president; R. G. Hall, Medicine Lodge, vice
president; Albert Farley, Kiowa, secretary-treasurer. 
R. G. Hall of Medicine Lodge, Jim Miller, Roy Osborn, 
L. F. Hensley, Kiowa, and D. R. Bell , I sabel, were 
elected directors of the county association. 

Dr. W. N. Benefield , Kingman, director of the state 
association , aesisted in the reorganization work and 
explained to the assembled sportsmen the purpose of 
a local group and the aims of the state association. 
District game protectors Jim Andrew and John Shay, 
and fish culturist, Seth L. Way, were among the many 
out-of-town guests attending this meeting. 

J~d Roll , ~tate ueave r trappel' and a few of the beaver 
)elts taken by hiln ill Cheyen ne Cou nty 

McPherson County Sportsmen to 
Build Small Dams 

Preliminary details for building a series of six-foot 
rock dams on the Smoky river from Marquette to 
Lindsborg were discussed at a meeting Friday night 
which was attended by about eighty sportsmen from 
over McPherson county. 

The meeting was called by the McPherson County 
Fish and Game Protective Association and Ray Wright, 
McPherson , presided until Ernest Johnson, Marquette, 
was elected ('hairman. 

Pl ans were discussed for rebuilding the Marquette 
and Lindsborg dams as well as the construction of 
several shallow-water dams between these two towns. 
The shallow dams will be built of rock, probably faced 
with concrete, for the purpose of creating large pools 
for fish to live in during the hard freezing winter 
·months. 

If the dam at Marquette is bui lt, it is planned to 
secure easements along the river on both sides so that 
persons can fish there \yithout being molCf;ted or secur
ing permission first. 

The association has received information to the fact 
that the state fish and game depa rtment might be able 
to provide some financial aid as well as trucks to aid 
in the construction of the shallow dams. Very little 
expense wi II be necessary for the association plans to 
provide much of the manpower necessary for the con
struction work. 

Chairman Johnson appointed a committee of three 
to work out, with the state fish and game department, 
details of the shallow dam construction as well as to 
make arrangements with landowners. 

To carryon this work, the county association IS 

making a drive for membership in the association. 

BAG LIMIT 

I just got a limit- had Yery good luck 
But didn't shoot pheasant, a quail or a duck. 
I got up quite early and traveled the by-ways-
You see, I 'm the fiend who shoots road sign ::; on highways. 

My very first shot bagged a beautiful slow 
And I chuckled with gl ee when I la id that sign low
Then I sneaked through the grass and I hid among 

boulders 
Ank knocked oYer :l couple of tender soft shouldeTs. 

I got three city limits and one sign that read 
In arresting black letters look out! curves ahead! 
Then I shattered a stop, but my prize shot no doubt 
Was t he one that demolished a danger! bridge out! 

It was strenuous work, but I've no cause to squawk 
I'm a sharpshootin' champ with an eye like a hawk. 
So if you get lost, or ket killed, or pay fines , 
You can thank me, OJ ' Pal- I'm the fi end who shoots 

SIgns. 
-Aub Brandon in H unting and Fishing Magazine . 
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Reese Ta.n ner, J irn Stryker, ::Sate lUoore and Gale F.dgar, nigh t 
fish ing in t h e ~eosho County State Luke 

Seven Out of Ten 
No sportsman ever fires a shot at seven out of every 

possible ten ducks-ducks which might have been. 
I 

What happens to these seven? 
Let's see. At the start of the 1940 breedin~eason 

about forty million ducks returned to Canadian breed
ing grounds. About twenty-six million of these should 
have paired off and raised broods (allowing for excess 
of drakes and birds which do not breed). 

These thirteen million pairs could easily have pro
duced over one hundred million ducks. 

But 
of this possible hundred million , in an average year, 

Drought kills .. . . . . . ...... . .... . . 20 mill ion 
Crows and magpies take. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 million 
Fires destroy ....... . ... . ...... .. ..... . 12 million 
Jackfish eat. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 mi ll ion 
Other predators take. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 7 million 
Flooding of nests accounts for. . . . . . . . . .. 3 million 
Plowing and haying, another. . 3 million 
Indians and half-breeds... . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 million 

70 million 

Seventy million out of a possible one hundred mil
lion ducks that never migrate southward! Duck~ 

which, if saved, might have added to your sport. 
The legal kill of ducks in the United States during 

a sixty-day season with a ten-bird daily bag limit is 
about nine million birds. 

Therefore-
1. Nearly eight times as many ducks are lost by 

drought, predators, fires and other factors as are killed 
legally by the sportsmen of the United States. 

2. Drought alone destroys over twice as many ducks 
as the sportsmen take. 

3. Crows and magpies account for the loss of nearly 
tlL~ce as many ducks as the legal kill in this country. 

4. Fires destroy more potential durks each year 
than the spOl'tsmen. 

5. J ackfish eat about as many ducks each year as 
the combined kill of sportsmen in this country. 

Can this seven out of ten loss be reduced? 
Sure it can. 
Tom Main, general manager of Ducks Unlimited 

(Canada), who has a better grasp of the duck picture 
in the greatest duck factory on the continent (western 
Canada) than any other person, believes that this 
loss of seventy million can be cut in half. 

This would increase the duck flight by thirty-five 
million biTds-an incTease of just about four times as 
many ducks as the sportsmen will take this year! 

If these useless-and preventable-losses are cut in 
half, sportsm.en could take fouT times as many ducks 
-and still leave a much larger breeding stock for next 
season. • 

But let's suppose that this needless loss of seven out 
of ten ducks is reduced by only fifteen pm"cent-and 
that is easy to do. Then duck hunting would be over 
twice as good as it is' this year. 

How can these needless losses, which account for at 
least seventy percent of the potential duck crop before 
the hunter fires a shot, be reduced? 

Losses due to drought can be materially reduced by 
reflooding marshes where millions of ducks formerly 
bred-marshes which have been ruined by drainage 
and drought. Young ducks, which now die by the 
million, can be saved by establishing permanent water 
at key points to which they can go when their home 
sloughs and potholes dry up as many do every year. 

Ducks Unlimited already has improved water con
ditions on fifty breeding ground proj ects totaling 
800,000 acres. 

During the past three breeding seasons over one mil
lion two hundred forty -five thousand crows and mag
pies have been killed under Ducks Unlimited super
vision. 

:Marsh and forest fires can be prevented and con
trolled on areas where ducks breed in greatest num
bers. 

Every Ducks Unlimited project is protected from 
fire. Controlled burning of public marshes under 
Ducks Un limited supervision has already saved many 
thousands of acres of good nesting cover, and hundreds 
of thousands of duck nests. 

The loss of eggs and ducks caused by minor preda
tors (skunks, ground squirrels, weasels, etc.) can and 
is being substantia lly reduced by Ducks Unlimited. 
Simi larly, losses due to plowing, haying and the tak
ing of eggs and birds by Indians and half-breeds have 
already been reduced, and can be till further cur
tailed. 

Do you want more ducks and better duck hunting? 
Your subscription to Ducks Unlimited is the surest 

and quickest way of getting both.- DucKs UNLIMITED, 
INC., National Headquarters, 342 Madison Avenue, 
Nevy York, N. Y. 
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Pratt County Organization Meets 
The Pratt County Fish and Game Protective As

sociation held its February meeting in the Hotel 
Roberts, February 7. Thi meeting was fairly well 
attended . Director Uuy .J oi:lserand was present and 
explained pending legislation. Protector John Shay, 
of Kingman, talked on fish and game protection 
troubles, and Dr. W. M. Benefiel, of Kingman, a di
rector of the state association , talked on association 
matters. 

The matter of projects was taken up, and the elimi
nation of some of the crow popu lation wi ll be a major 
proj ect. It is likely that a shoot wil l be held with 
crows substituting for bluerocks. CaRh prizes will be 
offered. 

Sportsmen Name Committees 
The Northeast KanRas Field Trial association and 

the Atchison COU~lty Fish and Game Association , 
which recently merged and adopted the name of the 
latter organization, met this week and appointed a 
number of important committees. 

Officers of the new organization are as fo1101v : 
President, Robert P . Snowden; vice-president, W . J. 
Scott; t reasurer, Vl. ,V. H etherington; secretary, E. H . 
Anderson. The board of directors includes Ben Shaw, 
chairman, N. E. Miller, V. R. Tate, Elmer Dorssom 
and J. H. Dilgert. 

The committees appointed this week are as fol
low: Bylaws and permanent organization-J. W. 
Lowry, chairman, Gerald Foley, John Foulks, John 
Buehler, B. P. Waggener. Publicity - Al Bennett, 
chairman, Roy Coleman, Steven Boneau, Wayne 
Clouse, George Lentz. Field Trials - W . J . Scott, 
chairman, J. E. George, Jake Banks, Tom Enright, 
Larkin Thomas, Ben Shaw, Emil Kautz. M ember
ship-J. H . Dilgert, chairm an, John Sullivan, J ake 
Banks, Clarence Bilimek, Roy Frazier, Dr. O. O. 
Barker, Jim Grimes, H arvey R eece, Gus Pope, Hub 

avinsky, Lyle Rosedah l. 
Al 0 a committee was appointed to confer with the 

state fish and game department to represent the Mis
souri river fishermen. It includes Virgil Tate, chair
man, Jodie Van Horn , John Lindsey, John Barkley, 
Ed Keith and C. B. Sowers. 

Entertainment-Jess Bunch, chairman, Billy Blair, 
D ean Van ess, Paul Weitz , D. C. J effreys, W. W. 
Hetherington. 

Lake and ponds-Virgil T ate , chairman, Warren 
Hartmen, Elton Ritchey, N. E. Miller, Eugene Berney, 
States R. Scott. 

Game refuge and farm contact-Bert Baumener, 
chairman, Andy Andrews, Robert Vo lk, Oscar Dahl, 
J. D. Locke, Carl Mayhew. 

-A tchison, Kansas, Globe. 

A Gift 
The game department \ya recently notified that the 

late H enry Irving Maxwell , McPherson, had bequested 
approximately $75,000 to the game department or any 
other like agency, for the purpOf'e of establish ing a 
game preserve in McPherson coun ty. The will provides 
that this major bequest mu t be used in the establish
ment of a game preserve and that sufficient land mu t 
be purchased in order to Rtock the preserve with such 
native wild game as buffalo , deer, antelope, elk, quail 
and prairie chickens. 

The project is to be known as the Maxwell Brothcl's 
Memorial. The brothers, both of whom are dead, are 
Henry Maxwell and J. O. McLxwell, both of whom had 
lived in McPherson. It will be some t ime before the 
executors of the estate actually buy the land. 

H enry H. Eberhardt of Salina, and Carl A. Grant of 
McPherson, executors of the estate, in company with 
Director Guy D . Josserand and Attorney B. N. Mullen
dore, recently examined many sites in McPherson 
count.y proposed as being suitable as wild-life pre
serve. 

Closed Seasons 
If any species of bass or crappie affixes itself to your 

fishing tackle between April 20 and May 25, or if any 
channel cat gets wrapped around your stringer between 
June 1 and June 30, all dates inclusive, it 's no dice. 
As t he commission ha declared the spawning season 
to be as stated above it will be contrary to law, there
fore, if you do not return such fish to the waters. 

Nate lUoore and 20 l b. 12 oz. chan nel "at caugh t in 
Neosh o County State Lake 



A GREAT VICTORY FOR THE WILD BIRDS 

A great \'ictory has been won for the w il d birds of the 
world through the s igning, on February 6, 1941, of a joint 
declaration of polic~r a nd program b~' the X a tional Audubon 
Society and F ea ther Indust ries of America, Inc" be lie \'ed t o 
be in the bes t interests of conselTation , 

The outstanding p rovision of the declaration is tha t th e 
members of the feather industry join with the Society in 
advocating fed era l and state legislation to b r ing abouL perma
nent cessation of a ll traffic in the United States in wild bird 
plumage of any kind from any source, 

There is e \'ely likelihood t hat wi t hin a fe \I' ,,'eek:- ' time 
a bill will ha \'e been introduced and legis la tion enacted in 
Xew York sta te, the fore runnC'r of simi lar federa l and uniform 
state laws, which wi ll write the final epitaph , within ~ i x ~'ears, 
to United Sta tes traffic in wi ld bird p lumage , 

Members of the ~ational Audubon Society a nd a ll friends 
of wild life e \'erndlere wi ll we lcome t erm ina t ion oi a period 
of inadequate pro tect ion of wild birds resulting from the exi ~t
ence of loopholes in p lumage la ws, federal and st a te, and con
fusion induced bv differing interpre tations of tho:"e laws , 
Moreo\'er, many kinds of wild birds are no t protected by C'x
isting state legislation, Some states ha I'e no plu mage laws 
whatever. N ev erthe less, the campaign that was I\'on a genera
tion ago marked a grea t a dyance and a ll cred it is due to those 
who participa ted in it. The legislati\'e gains at t hat time we re 
doubtless the bes t tha t could t hen be obta ined, 

The f~rmal docum en t was dral\'n with great care fo llowing 
extensi\'e negotiation s, a nd consultation with officers of th e 
i'iew York State D epartments of Consen'at ion and L aw, 
Those members of the feather industry signing the declaration 
state that they be liev e that they constitute a t leas t nind~' 
percent of a ll ' t he ma nufacturers , d ea le l's and jobbers in \\'ild 
bird plumagc in the U nited States, and that they own, cont rol. 
or possess a t least ninc ty percpnt of a ll CU ITent ill\'entori p~ 
of \\' ild bird plumage in this country , All pe rsons traffickmg 
in wild bird plumage wheth er or not they ha\'e signed the 
declaration of po li cy , 'will be bound by the provisions of the 
contemplated legislation, 

Members of the X ationa l Audubon Socie ty and othprs , who 
ha\'e steadfastly fough t for more legal protec'tion of wild birds, 
\\'ill be intere~t cd in a n enume ra tion of the most important 
pro\'i;<ions of the dccla ration o f poli cy , Among these p ro
YISlons are: 

1. Members of th e indust ry ag ree to deli\'er at once t he ir 
entire current ill\'entories of plumagc of ba ld eagle, golden 
eagle, egret, bird of paradise a nd heron, to be held pending 
passage of new N ew York state plumage la w, At t ha t time 
these fea thers a re to be either destroyed or distribu ted to edu
cational institutions for exhibit purj)OSCS, 

2, Within on e month of thc signing of the declaration on 
Febl'Uary 6, 1941 , and regard less of the passage of any new 
legislation , the members of the industry agree to fi le with the 
Xew York Sta te Conscn 'at ion D epartment completc certifi ed 
im'entories of a ll wi ld bird plumagc owned , controlled or pos
sessed by the m on F ebruary 6, 1941. Such im'entories a re to 
be audited and additiona lly ccrtifi ed by cer t ified public ac
countants, Auditors of the Society sha ll ha \'e the right to 
participate in the selection of me thods of obta ining a un ifo rm, 
complete, and understandable se t of inventoriC's , 

3, Upon the passage of new plumage law in )Jcw York, 
nnnual inYen tori eE' a rc to be ta ken in t he same ma nne r and 
fil ed wi th t he State Consel'l'ation D epartment, whi ch sha ll 
ha\'e the righ t a t all timcs to check up as to the accuracy of 
those ill\'entories , 

4, Together with these ill\'entories members of the industry 
wi ll fi le sworn statements, together with wa iYers of thc ir con
stitutiona l rights in the wild b ird plumage, The fact tha t such 
constitutiona l rights exist , a nd ha l'e been cons is tentl~' uphe ld 

by courts in simila r situations, has been at th e boltom of re
sumpt ion, in recent y ea rs , of traffic in wil d bird plumagc ; thuti 
the decla ration 's pro\' ision for the wa ,-ing of cons titution a l 
righ ts in wild bird p lumage im'en tories is esscntial t o effecting 
a pcrma nen t cessa tion of wild bird plumagc traffic, 

5, In seeking new protect i\'e legislation , t he Soc i('(~' and 
the industry wi ll jo intly recommend that thc industry be per
mitted to d ispose of certain of its cUlTent im'entories of wil d 
b ird plumage during a per iod of six years afte r date of pa5~agc 
of new p lumage la w in X ew York sta te , At the cnd of that 
period an~' re maining such ill\'en tori es \yollid be deli\'ered to 
the Sta te Con~en'ation D epa rt ment for destruction 01' di stri
bution to educat iona l institu t ions for exhibi t purposes, Afte r 
that da te all wild bird p lum age , exc<'pt that in actllal use for 
persona l adornment , would be contraband in the Un itcd Slatr,;, 

6, Membe rs of the indw,try ha\'e a pprO\'ed of t. hc prO\' i ~ion 
in the decla ration th a t on a nd a fte r t he da te of ~igning thereof. 
F ebrua ry 6, 1941, no additions sha ll be made to the ir aggre
gate curren t im'entory of wild bird p lumage , M embe rti o f thc 
indu"tr~' wi ll be pe rmitted to bu~' and se ll a mon~ the mseh 'es 
plumage listC'd in th e fi led im'entories, but no membcr of the 
i ndu~t ry will be pe rmit.ted to add to h is stock of wil d bird 
p lu mage from any other SOll l'ce fOl ' any purpose wha te \'pr, 

7, The Soc iety and the industry will urgc tha t a ll nC'w 
protec ti\ 'e legislation shall include spccific definition s of " wild 
birds" as including el'ery kind of bird exce p t " domest ic fowl": 
of "domesti c fo\\-I" as including only domestic chi ckens , do
mes tic turkey~, domcstic guinea fow l, domestic geese, dome~ti c 
ducks, domestic pigeons, domest ic ostrich es, domestic riWH S, 

domest ic Eng lish ring-necked phea sants and domest ic peafow l. 

B,' reason of th e concentra t ion of tllP m illi ne n ' industn ' 
in XCI" York city, it is apparm t that ne w York 'i ~ th c ke)' 
~ta te in the e ffort to end a ll t raffi c in wild bird plumage , It 
is a fortun ate circum~tance that one of thc direc tors of t he 
Xat iona l Audubon Socie tv is likewi >'e a memb<'r of th e stal e 
senate : Senator Thomas C, Desmond , of ~ ewburgh, Senator 
Desmond, a m ember of t he cxecuti\'c committee of the boa rd 
of directors , wh ich signed the declaration of po licy on beha lf 
of th c Socie ty, has a~reed to sponsor the ne w protecti\'e legisla 
tion to be sought from the K e l\' York state legisla ture , As
sembh'man Cha rles X , H a mmond will introduce thc bill in 
the Assembl ~', 

Although a considerable 3cll'a11(:0 will have been made when 
a ncw state law has been passed in New York, the feather 
indus try and the Socie ty are committed to a joint program 
which will seck identica l comprehensi\'e legislat ion in the othcr 
fort,v-seyen sta tes, as we ll as whate\'e r federal legisla tion ma,\' 
be necessar~', 

M embers of the Kational Audubon Socie ty and fri ends of 
wild lifc conservation e \'erywhe l'e, without whose staunch sup
port th is yictory fo r wild birds cou ld not ha ve been won, wi ll 
be kept fu lly informed as the joint program of the Socie ty 
and th e feath er indus try pl'Oceeds , Copies of the decla ra tion 
of poli cy and program a re being sent to a ll agencies dealing 
with the enforcemen t of plumage la ws, and to m embers of the 
feath e r industr~' signing the declaration; copies will be m ade 
a\'ai la b le to any member of the Socie ty 50 requesting, If he lp 
is needed to obtain desi red legislat ion in any state , a ll mem
bers in that state wi ll be ad\' ised, In th e meantime, the 
~ationa l Auclubon Society expresses its thanks and a pprecia 
tion to the thousands of men a nd women who, bv t hc ir united 
\-oices, haye so "igol'ously supported the ca l~paign of the 
Society to ga in pe rmanent and com plete ce~satioll of U ni ted 
States traffic in wi ld bird p lumage , 

JOHK H, B,IKEIl, Executive Dil'l' ctor, 

NATIONA L AUDUBON SOCIETY 
1006 Fifth Avenue 

18 -7 8OG 
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(1) BuliC'r COI:nly Slate Park. 
(2) Crawford Co unty Slale Park. 
(3) Fil1lwy Counly State Park . 
(4) Kinp:lllan Co unt·y State Park. 
(5) Lyon Count.,· State Park. 

PW'I,.I,.,.,alol.' 

.... ,. 
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r City and County Lakes 

(6) Lean'nworth County State P ark. 
(7) Mpade Co unty State Park. 
(8) Neo6ho County StaLe Park. 
(9) )Ielllaha County State Park. 

(10) Ottawa County Slate Park. 

~ River and Stream Fishing 

(I1) Repub li c County Stalp Pa rk . 
(12) Shr. ri cian Coun ty State Parle 
(13) Scott Coun ty State Pa rk . 
(14) Wood~on County tate Pa rk. 


